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The Almighty, Alone-Wise, and Omniscient GOD and
LORD hath given understanding to Man, above all other
creatures, so that he may know his works and not ieave them
uncxplored. Now since this Man. whom the All-wise GOD
hath inspired thereto, hath this high and profound secret Work
and the great secret of the ancient Water-Stone of the Wise.
he must needs prove himself aright. If ever there is a natural
thing on earth. it is the Preparation and the Magysterium of
the Philosopher's Stone. natural and not of man’s making. but
wholly the work of Nature, for the Arnist addeth nothing there-
to. Nature alone directeth the growing, as doth every tiller
of the soil with his fruits and plants; only he must be subtle in
mind and have the grace of GOD, so that he may direct the
same as the work becomes evident in the boiling and through
successive time: namely, in the beginning there is the Subjec-
turm. which one doth receive from Nature directly into the
hand. Therein lieth hidden the Universal Tincture of ali metals,
animals, and plants. It is a rough Corpus. having neither the
figure nor form of an animal or plant, but 15 in the beginning
a rough, earthy, heavy, viscous. tough and nebulous substance
on which Nature hath stopped: but when the enlightened man
openeth these matters. investigateth them in Digestion. and
with ats thick foggy shadows with which 1t is surrounded. he
purifieth and permitteth the hidden to emerge. and through
further Sublimation its innermost soul, which is hidden therein.
15 also separated from it and brought into a bodily form. Then
one will find what Nature hath hidden in such a once shapeless
substance and what power and Magnalia the Supreme Creator
hath given to and implanted in this Creato. For GOD hath
this Creato for all other creatures, as in the beginning of
creation this power was implanted, and He still giveth it daily,

so that it would otherwise not only be impossible for a man
to bring such natural work to the desired end, much less to
create herein anything useful.  But the good and gracious
GOD doth not begrudge man the treasures and goods which
He hath implanted in Nature, else He would not have granted
such things to His creatures: nay, He hath created everything
good for man, and hath made him to be Lord over His cre-
ation. Thereltore it is fitting for man to understand and to
undertake such a natural philosophical work. for otherwise
such a highly- gifted and wonderful creation would have been
in vain, and we would view Nature like the dumb animals
which run about, and we would go vainly after God's counsel
and we would not fit into the ends of Nature. Deus autem et
Natura. nihil faciunt frustra. {But God and Nature do noth-
But GOD Almighty ruleth in all such things.
He ordereth and provideth that cats and fodder be placed
before the ass and the horse, but that the rational human being
be served with more costly and more delicious food. There-
fore those who try to investigate and who long for such a
deeply hidden Arcanum and great treasure, in the proper way.

ing in vain).

do not have to depend upon the harvest of the ignorant, whe
have no understanding under the Light of our Sun.

The Philosophers and wise men, as well as Neoterici and
Veteres. have had many disputations about this secret art, and
have tried to point out. with many different names. allegories,
and wondrously strange sophistical words what that Subjectum
and its Essentia are, and what kind of a Materia, what kind
of a Corpus. what kind of a Subjectum, and what a wonder-
ful thing and secret a Creatura 1t is, which hath embodied such
mighty, strange, and heavenly powers, and with which, after













































































































































































































































